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! Lesson Plan – Experiential Learning 
 

School/Institution: MIIS  
Date: March 12, 2015 
Lesson Length: 45 minutes    
 
Objectives 
 
Content Objectives (C) Language Objectives (L) 
Students will be able to: 

• (1) Identify what Experiential 
Learning looks like in a classroom. 

• (2) Identify Experiential Learning 
characteristics 

• (3) Interpret Kolb’s learning 
stages/cycles as a mode of 
Experiential Learning  

• (4) Interpret Kolb’s learning styles as 
a mode of Experiential Learning 

• (5) Identify their own learning style 
• (6) Recognize educational 

implications of Kolb’s learning 
stage/cycles and knowing learners 
learning styles 

Students will be able to: 
• (1) Describe Kolb’s learning 

stages/cycles using stage/cycle 
terminology (Concrete Experience 
(CE), Reflective Observation (RO), 
Abstract Conceptualization (AC), 
Active Experimentation (AE) 

• (2) Describe learning styles using 
Kolb’s style terminology (diverging, 
assimilating, converging, 
accommodating)  

!
Materials 

• Appendix A (cut into pieces) 
• Appendix B (arrows cut into pieces) 
• Whiteboard, markers, computer, projector, tape, poster paper 

 
Procedures 
!
Pre-Activities:   Time Frame Objective(s) 

Targeted 
T plays TEDx Video (below) to provide an example of what 
Experiential Learning looks like in the classroom (3:20-8:30)  
 
 http://walkaboutprogram.com/2013/03/23/261/ 
 

5 minutes  (C1) 

Pair. Share. Ss work in pairs to brainstorm ideas and then 
share them with the class 

• What is an experience? 
• What do you think of when you hear Experiential 

Learning? 
• Based on the video, what does experiential learning 

look like in the classroom? 

5 minutes 
 
 
 
 

 (C1, C2) 
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During Activities: Time Frame Objective(s) 
Targeted 

T presents experiential history, a definition and characteristics 
of experiential practices on PPT  
 

2 minutes  (C2) 

T presents Kolb’s experiential learning cycle on PPT. T 
passes out 3 cut pieces of paper (Appendix A) per group 
containing (a) a definition (b) a learning description and  (c) 
an instructional activity, which describes each of Kolb’s 4 
stages. As T tapes arrows (Appendix B) on the board Ss: 

• Work in groups to match their definition, learning 
description and activity to Kolb’s 4 stages. Ss tape it 
on the board when ready 

 
T checks answers and then discusses past 
methods/approaches (grammar translation, audiolingual, 
communicative) that fit into each stage 
 

10 minutes (C3, L1) 

T presents Kolb’s learning styles on PPT, clarifying the 
difference between kinesthetic/auditory/visual learners and 
Kolb’s learning styles. T then assigns each group 1 learning 
style to research.  

• Ss write their answers on a poster the T provides for 
them 

• Ss present their findings  
 
Pair. Share. T asks Ss to reflect on: 

• What is your learning style? 
 

17 minutes  (C4, C5, L2) 

T discusses implications and takeaways of Kolb’s learning 
cycle and styles. T also provides a simpler Kolb model 
 

1 minute (C6) 

Post Activities: Description Time Frame Objective(s) 
Targeted 

Pair. Share. T tells students to pick their favorite topic and 
discuss with their partner 

• How would you “design an experience” that 
would guide students through Kolb’s 4 stages? 

 

5 minutes (C1, 2, 3, L1) 

 
Assessment 

• Discussion questions and presentations 
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Appendix A 
 

Doing/having an experience 

Learning by intuition, emphasized on feeling 
over thinking 

Instructional Activity = small group 
discussions, videos, films, examples, stories 
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Concluding/Learning from the experience 

Learning by thinking, using logic 

Instructional Activity = lecturing and 
building models 
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Reflecting/Reviewing experience 

Learning by focusing on understanding 
meaning by observation 

Instructional Activity = personal journals, 
reflective papers, observations, thought 
questions/discussions 
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Trying out what you have learned 

Learning by action, emphasized on 
getting things done 

Instructional Activity = fieldwork, 
various projects, homework, games 
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Appendix B  


